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The Role of Libraries in Society
• Libraries – Active role in society
• Green Library movement
• Facing climate change
• Libraries‘ responsibility: „Green Literacy“

https://grist.org/article/way-more-americans-are-worried-about-climate-change/

The Role of Libraries in Society
• Green Information Literacy
• Environmental Literacy
• Ecological Literacy
• Green Literacy

• IFLA President Glòria Pérez-Salmerón:

“Libraries: Motors for Change”!

Environmental / Ecological / Green Literacy
(English Oxford Living Dictionaries)

• Environment
• (1) The surroundings or conditions in which a person,
animal, or plant lives or operates.
• (2) ...

• Ecological
• Relating to or concerned with the relation of living
organisms to one another and to their physical
surroundings

• Green
• Concerned with or supporting protection of the
environment as a political principle

• >> Green = Life as a whole!
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2017/12/18/calestous-juma-africa-needs-green-revolution-based-science-technology/

Environmental / Ecological / Green Literacy
• “The degree of our capacity to perceive and
interpret the relative health of environmental
systems and to take appropriate action to
maintain, restore, or improve the health of
those systems.”
• Environmentally literate individuals have a
basic comprehension of the environment,
and the concepts of sustainability.
• Today, it has been designated as a core
competency.
Kurbanoğlu, S., & Boustany, J. (2014)

The Green Library
“The consideration of the role of humanity in climate change and the
notion of sustainable development are core concerns of society, and
consequently of libraries.”

https://www.ifla.org/environment-sustainability-and-libraries

The Green Library
Online Dictionary for Library and Information Science

• … defined with its synonym “sustainable
library” as a …
• … library designed to
• minimize negative impact on the natural
environment and
• maximize indoor environmental quality by
means of
• careful site selection,
• use of natural construction materials and
biodegradable products,
• conservation of resources (water, energy, paper),
• and responsible waste disposal (recycling, etc.).
National Library, Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_library

The Green Library
Kurbanoğlu, S., & Boustany, J. (2014)

• The green library is a
multifaceted concept with several
components, such as
•
•
•
•
•

green buildings,
green operations and practices,
green programs and services,
green information systems,
and green collections.

Public Library Bad Oldesloe, Germany, Winner of the IFLA Green Library Award 2017

The Green Library Checklist
https://www.ibi.hu-berlin.de/de/studium/studprojekte/buchidee/bi12/bi12

International Initiatives
Libraries and the UN 2030 Agenda
• Goal 2: No Hunger
• Goal 3: Good Health and Well-Being
• Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation
• Goal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy
• Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
• Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and
Production
• Goal 13: Climate Action
• Goal 14: Life Below Water
• Goal 15: Life on Land

International Initiatives / ENSULIB
https://www.ifla.org/environment-sustainability-and-libraries

• ENSULIB’s mission is to address:
• Effects of climate change on libraries (modification of the conditions of
storage and preservation, buildings insulation, . . .).
• Applications of environment-friendly practices in libraries (recovery of
rainwater, use of renewable energy sources, ...).
• Proposed environmental recommendations for the profession (recycling of
outdated documents, use of biodegradable materials, …).
• Increasing and promoting sustainability-related library resources and services
(development of collections on environmental themes, exhibitions, …)
• Increasing librarians’ own awareness of environmental concerns.

16–17 Aug Berlin
ENSULIB Satellite
http://ensulib.fh-potsdam.de

21 Aug Wroclaw
9am Session 094a offsite

Libraries'
Commitment to the
UN 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable
Development

22 Aug Wroclaw
1:45 pm Session 154
Presentation of

© Stadtbibliothek Bad Oldesloe, Germany: Winner of the
IFLA Green Library Award 2017 – Congratulations!

ENSULIB 2017

D-BERLIN/PL-WROCLAW
IFLA Environment, Sustainability and Libraries
Special Interest Group
Please check https://2017.ifla.org/conference-programme

ENSULIB’s mission is to address:
• Effects of climate change on libraries

• Applications of environment-friendly practices in libraries
• Proposed environmental recommendations for the profession
• Increasing and promoting sustainability-related library
resources and services
•

Increasing librarians’ own awareness of environmental
concerns

IFLA Green Library
Award 2017

23 Aug Wroclaw
9:30 am Session 190

More than Green:
Sustainability of
Practice - Public
Libraries & the 2030
United Nations
Agenda
11:45 am

ENSULIB
Business Meeting
ENSULIB
Environment,
Sustainability and
Libraries
https://www.ifla.org/environm
ent-sustainability-and-libraries

Please contact
Harri.Sahavirta@hel.fi (Convenor)
Petra.Hauke@hu-berlin.de (Secretary)

International Initiatives / ENSULIB
IFLA Green Library Award 2016, 2017, 2018 …

• Objectives of the IFLA Green Library Award
• To reward the best Green Library submission
that communicates the library’s commitment
to environmental sustainability
• To create awareness of libraries’ social
responsibility and leadership in environmental
education. Libraries of all types are
encouraged to participate
•…

National Initiatives
• American Library Association / Sustainability
Round Table
• http://www.ala.org/rt/sustainrt
• Australian Library and Information Association /
ALIA Sustainable Libraries
• https://www.alia.org.au/groups/alia-sustainablelibraries

• Netzwerk Grüne Bibliothek (D-A-CH)
• http://netzwerk-gruene-bibliothek.de (in progress)

Local Projects
Hungary, Tatabánya. Attila József County
and City Library.
• http://www.jamk.hu/
http://www.jamk.hu/letoltesek/agora_cikk/JAMK_Eco-booklet-ENG.pdf

•
•
•
•
•
•

“EcoCorner”
„Eco-Evenings”
„Eco-Newsletter”
“Eco-Terrace” with “Green reading space”
“Eco-database”
„Eco-Connections”

“Some of our library’s fundamental goals are the
spreading of ecological thinking and environmental
awareness, the organization of attitude-forming
education and events, highlighting and serving collections
from the subject matter of environmental information.”
(Mission statement)

Local Projects
Mexico. El Pequeño Sol ecological library
(Winner of the IFLA Green Library Award
2016)
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OProiYPkCDw

• Participatory design and construction of
the new library of the school Pequeño Sol
in Chiapas, Mexico
• Using recycling materials for construction
• Integration of landscape, water caption,
gardening and natural light
• The library was built by the community,
engaging parents and kids into its integral
process from design, funding and
construction.

Online Sources
• American Library Association. (n.d.). Sustainability and libraries: Green Libraries
• http://libguides.ala.org/SustainableLibraries/Green

• Barnes, L. (n.d.). Green Libraries: Resources to help libraries go green
• http://guides.library.illinois.edu/green-libraries

• Designing Libraries. (n.d.). Green Libraries: Sustainable library buildings; A guide to resources and trends in
sustainable library building design.
• http://www.designinglibraries.org.uk/?PageID=44

• Going Green @your library: Environmentally friendly practices for libraries and beyond! (n.d.).
• https://greeningyourlibrary.wordpress.com/

• University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. University Library. Green Libraries: Sustainable libraries:
Resources to help libraries go green
• http://guides.library.illinois.edu/green-libraries/overview/library-specific

• Walker, M. (n.d.). 100 ways to make your library a little greener.

• http://www.bachelorsdegreeonline.com/blog/2009/100-ways-to-make-your-library-a-little-greener/

• Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. Berlin School of Library and Information Science. [Project] “The Green
Library“
• https://www.ibi.hu-berlin.de/de/studium/studprojekte/buchidee/bi12 , With Open Access to:

• Hauke, P., Latimer, K., & Werner, K. U. (Hrsg.). (2013). The Green Library = Die Grüne Bibliothek: The challenge of environmental
sustainability (IFLA Publication, 161). Berlin/Boston: De Gruyter Saur.
• International Bibliography 1971–2012
• Green Library: Checklists (available in … Hungarian, …)

Conclusion
• Libraries are important spaces for citizen
awareness.
• SDG 11: Make cities and human settlements
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable.
• Lots of materials to train librarians and
library users in “Green Literacy!
• Hungaria: Ökoiskola – “Green Schools”!
• Hungaria: „Green Libraries“?
• Lots of things to do:

“Libraries: A Call to Action!”

Many thanks for your attention!
Please join us!
We are waiting for YOU!
ENSULIB - Secretary Petra Hauke
petra.hauke@hu-berlin.de
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