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The Role of Libraries in Society

ÅLibraries ςActiverole in society

ÅGreen Library movement

ÅFacingclimatechange

Å[ƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΨ responsibilityΥ αDǊŜŜƴ Literacyά

https://grist.org/article/way-more-americans-are-worried-about-climate-change/

https://grist.org/article/way-more-americans-are-worried-about-climate-change/


The Role of Libraries in Society

ÅGreen Information Literacy
ÅEnvironmental Literacy

ÅEcologicalLiteracy

ÅGreen Literacy

ÅIFLA President DƭƼǊƛŀtŞǊŜȊ-{ŀƭƳŜǊƽƴ:

ά[ƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ: Motors for ChangeέΗ 



Environmental / Ecological/ Green Literacy
(English Oxford Living Dictionaries)

ÅEnvironment
Å(1) The surroundings or conditions in which a person, 

animal, or plant lives or operates.
Å(2) ...

ÅEcological
ÅRelating to or concerned with the relation of living 

organisms to one another and to their physical 
surroundings

ÅGreen
ÅConcerned with or supporting protection of the 

environment as a political principle

Å>> Green = Life as a whole!

https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2017/12/18/calestous-juma-africa-needs-green-revolution-based-science-technology/

https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2017/12/18/calestous-juma-africa-needs-green-revolution-based-science-technology/


Environmental / Ecological/ Green Literacy

Åά¢ƘŜ degree of our capacity to perceive and 
interpret the relative health of environmental 
systems and to take appropriate action to 
maintain, restore, or improve the health of 
those ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦέ

ÅEnvironmentally literate individuals have a 
basic comprehension of the environment, 
and the concepts of sustainability.

ÅToday, it has been designated as a core 
competency. 

YǳǊōŀƴƻƐƭǳ, S., & Boustany, J. (2014)



The Green Library

άThe consideration of the role of humanity in climate change and the 
notion of sustainable development are core concerns of society, and 

ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ƻŦ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΦέ

https:// www.ifla.org/environment-sustainability-and-libraries

https://www.ifla.org/environment-sustainability-and-libraries


The Green Library
Online Dictionary for Library and Information Science

ÅΧ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǎȅƴƻƴȅƳ άǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
ƭƛōǊŀǊȅέ ŀǎ ŀ Χ

ÅΧ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ designed to 
Åminimize negative impact on the natural 

environment and 

Åmaximize indoor environmental quality by 
means of 
Åcareful site selection, 

Åuse of natural construction materials and 
biodegradable products, 

Åconservation of resources (water, energy, paper), 

Åand responsible waste disposal (recycling, etc.). 

National Library, Singapore
https:// en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_library

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_library


The Green Library
YǳǊōŀƴƻƐƭǳ, S., & Boustany, J. (2014)

ÅThe green library is a 
multifaceted concept with several 
components, such as
Ågreen buildings, 

Ågreen operations and practices, 

Ågreen programs and services, 

Ågreen information systems,

Åand green collections.

Public Library Bad Oldesloe, Germany, Winner of the IFLA Green Library Award 2017



The Green Library Checklist
https:// www.ibi.hu-berlin.de/de/studium/studprojekte/buchidee/bi12/bi12

https://www.ibi.hu-berlin.de/de/studium/studprojekte/buchidee/bi12/bi12


International Initiatives
Libraries and the UN 2030 Agenda

ÅGoal 2: No Hunger

ÅGoal 3: Good Health and Well-Being

ÅGoal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation

ÅGoal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy

ÅGoal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities

ÅGoal 12: Responsible Consumption and 
Production

ÅGoal 13: Climate Action

ÅGoal 14: Life Below Water

ÅGoal 15: Life on Land



International Initiatives / ENSULIB
https://www.ifla.org/environment-sustainability-and-libraries

Å9b{¦[L.Ωǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ
ÅEffects of climate change on libraries (modification of the conditions of 

storage and preservation, buildings insulation, . . .).

ÅApplications of environment-friendly practices in libraries (recovery of 
rainwater, use of renewable energy sources, ...).

ÅProposed environmental recommendations for the profession (recycling of 
outdated documents, use of biodegradable materials, ΧύΦ

ÅIncreasing and promoting sustainability-related library resources and services 
(development of collections on environmental themes, exhibitions, Χύ

ÅLƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎΩ ƻǿƴ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΦ 

https://www.ifla.org/environment-sustainability-and-libraries


ENS ULIB 2017
D-BERLIN/PL -WROCL AW

I FLA Enviro nment, Sustainabili t y and Li br ar ies
Special Int er est Gro up

Please check http s:// 2017.if la.org/conference-programme

ENSULIBôs mission is to address:

¶ Effectsof climate changeon libraries

¶ Applications of environment-friendly practicesin libraries

¶ Proposed environmental recommendations for theprofession

¶ Increasing and promoting sustainabilit y-related library 

resources and services

¶ Increasing librariansôown awareness of environmental 

concerns

16ð17 Au g Berlin

ENSULIB Satellite
http://e nsul ib. fh-potsdam.de

21 Aug Wroc law

9am Sess ion 094 a offsi t e

Libraries'
Commitment to the
UN 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable
Development

22 Aug Wroc law

1:45 pm Session 15 4

Presentatio n of

IFLA Green Library
Award 2017

23 Aug Wroc law
9:30 am Sess ion 190

More than Green: 
Sustainability of 
Practice - Public

Libraries & the 2030
United Nations

Agenda

11 :45 am

ENSULIB

Business Meeting

ENSULIB

Enviro nment, 
Sustainability and 

Librar ies

https://www .ifla.org/ environm
ent-sustainability -and-lib raries

Please contact
Harr i.Sahavirta@hel.fi (Convenor) 

Petra.Hauke@hu-berlin .de-

(Secretary)

É Stadtbibliothek Bad Oldesloe, Germany:Winner of the 

IFLA Green Library Award 2017 ïCongratulations!

https://2017.ifla.org/conference-programme
http://ensulib.fh-potsdam.de/
https://www.ifla.org/environment-sustainability-and-libraries
https://www.ifla.org/environment-sustainability-and-libraries
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